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SECURITY TRANSCENDS TECHNOLOGY*

CPE CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

Continuing Professional Education credits are required to help ensure CISSPs stay abreast of changes in our rapidly
evolving industry and maintain their breadth of knowledge. There are two types of CPE credits required to be earned:

= Direct IS Security Activities [Group A Credits] — Comprises those activities which relate directly to the
information systems security profession. Two-thirds of CPE activities, for a total of 80 CPE credits, must be
earned in this area during each three-year certification cycle period.

= Professional Skills Activities [Group B Credits] — Comprises those activities which enhance a CISSP’s
overall professional skills, education, knowledge or competency. One-third of CPE activities, for a total of 40
CPE credits, may be earned in this area during each three-year certification cycle period.

Qualifying Activities

The following are some of the types of activities that qualify for continuing education in the two types of categories.
These activities are not intended to be a complete listing, as many other events such as graduate work in an
appro;riate_ academic field, may also qualify. Each activity not previously awarded CPE credits will be reviewed by
(ISC)” to determine if it should qualify.

Direct IS Security Activities Professional Skills Activities
[Group A Credits] [Group B Credits]

-Access control systems and methodology. -Organizational behavior
-Telecommunications and network security. -Strategic planning

-Security management practices. -Programming languages

-Applications and system development security. -Programming techniques

-Cryptology. -Tools and techniques

-Security architecture and models. -Interpersonal communications skills
-Operations security. -Team development skills

-Business continuity planning [BCP] and
disaster recovery planning [DRP].

-Law, investigation and ethics.

-Physical security.

When you submit credits online, the domain field you select will be used to determine Group A vs. Group B credits.
Any security domain will qualify as type A credits, any Other response will qualify as type B credits.

How CPE Credits are Calculated

CPE credits are awarded based on the type of activity performed. Below are pre-approved CPE categories and the
amount of credits CISSPs can earn for each activity. Activities not shown may still be submitted for CPE credit, but
will be reviewed by the Recertification Committee for consideration and approval.

* Educational Courses and Seminars — 1 CPE credit for each hour of attendance at a training course or
educational seminar.

= Security Conferences — 1 CPE credit for each hour of attendance at a security conference.

= Professional Association Chapter Meetings — 1 CPE credit for each hour of attendance at a professional
association chapter meeting.

= Vendor Presentation — 1 CPE credit for each hour of attendance at a vendor meeting or presentation.

=  University/College Course Completed — 12 CPE credits per semester credit with a passing grade from an
accredited college or university.

=  Security Training Provided — 4 CPE credits for each hour spent per subject teaching a new subject,
lecturing or presenting security-related training.

= Published a Security Article or Book — 40 CPE credits for publishing a security-related book or 10 CPE
credits for publishing a security-related article. Reprinting of published materials does not qualify for
additional CPE credits.

= Board Service for a Professional Security Organization — 40 CPE credits per year of service on the
boards of professional security organizations during a recertification cycle.
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[image: image2.png]* Self-Study or Computer-Based Training [CBT] Completed — Credits can be earned over a three-year
recertification cycle period for completing the recommended number of hours set by the sponsor or author of
the self-study program. Study material and validated documentation of completion, such as a certificate or
diploma, must be maintained for auditing purposes.

*  Volunteer Work — CPE credits will be given for those performing volunteer work on behalf of (ISC), either
serving as a Board member committee member, item writing contributor, or other type of approved
volunteer activity. The (ISC)” Board of Directors will determine the amount of CPE credits earned for such
activity and will submit credits on behalf of the CISSP.

In general, (ISC)? calculates CPE credits using the following formula.

8 CPE credits for each day of qualifying activity.
Days of activity may be reported in fractions, such as 3.5 days = 28 CPE credits.
= Claiming of more than 8 CPE credits per day may qualify as specialized credits.

Submission of CPE Credits

There are two ways to submit CPE credits:

* Complete the Online Form — Found under the "Submit CPE Credits" section of the CISSP Services page
on this website. CISSPs are required to have an active email address and establish an online CISSP
account to submit CPE credits in this manner. Paper submissions are no longer accepted for consideration.

* Have a Qualifying Organization Submit Credits on Your Behalf — If you receive training or participate in
qualitying activities with the following approved organizations, they can submit CPE credits on your behalf.
You do not need to resubmit CPE credits for such activities. However, you are responsible to make sure that
the CPE credits have been submitted and should verify such submissions by checking your CPE record
regularly.

* CSl, (ISC)?, ISSA, MISTI, SANS, Vanguard

All CPE credits must be submitted using the (ISC)? website online form. CPE credits will usually be processed within
1 business day from receipt.

Do not submit more than 120 CPE credits in any three-year recertification cycle period. However, CPE credits which
exceed the 120 CPE credits in the last 6 months of your recertification cycle period will be carried forward for credit
into the next cycle period.

CPE Record-Keeping and Audits

=  CISSPs are not required to provide evidence of having earned CPE credits at the time they claim them.
However, they must retain proof of credits eamed for each three-year recertification cycle until 12 months
after that cycle expires.

= The Recertification Committee can and does perform routine audits on a randomly selected ba3|s to verify
CPE credits earned. Proof of your CISSP CPE credits may be asked for at any time by (ISC).

= Evidence of CPE credits earned may be in the form of transcripts of courses, diplomas awarded, certificates
or receipts of attendance, copies of official meeting minutes or rosters [that include attendees names], or
documentation of registration materials.

Reporting of CPE Activity

* Daily Updates — For the status of your CPE records and any updates made on a daily basis to those
records, please log in to the CISSP Services page of this website using your ID and password.

*  Annual Transcripts — (ISC)? mails CISSPs transcripts annually, on the anniversary of certification, which
provides a summary of CPE activity.

Maintenance Fee

Additionally, candidates are required to pay an annual maintenance fee of $85.
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